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VILLAGE OF TANNERSVILLE .
L.OCAL LAl NO. 9 OF 1992 . . '

REVISED SIGN LAW

Be it enacted by the Village Board of the Village of Tannersville
as follows:

I. FURPOSE

The purpose of this sign law is to promote and protect the
public health, welfare and safety by regulating existing and
proposed outdeor advertising signs and outdoor signs of all
types. It is intended to encourage the use of signs as a means
of communication, protect pedestrians and traffic safety, protect
property valuss, maintain and enhance the assthetic environment
and enhance the Village's abllity to attract sources -of economic

development and growth. Regulation of signs 1is necessary to
pregarve the nature and character of the Village and to restore
and maintain the rural and natural setting of this mountain

resorrt village.

IT. DEFINITIGQMS

AWNING: Any non-rigid material such as fabric or flexible plastic
that can be rolled back or retracted and is supported by a frame
‘that is attached to an extericr wall.

AWNING SIBN: Any visual message incorporated into an  awning
attached toc a building.

FREESTANDING SIBN:: Any sign that is not attached to or part of
any building but is permanently affixed by any other means , in
or upon the ground. Included are pole and monument signs.

OFF~PREMISE SIGN OR BILLBOARD: A sign which does not identify &
business or a profession conducted, or a  commodity or service
sold or offered, upon the premised where such sign is located.

PORTABLE GSIBN: A sign, whether on its own trailer, wheels or
ntherwise, designed {to be movable and .not structurally and
permanently affixed to the ground, a building, a structure or

another sign.

FOSTERE AND HANDEIILLS: A sign affixed to trees or other natural
vagetation, rocks or utility poles. :

PRINCIPAL FACADE: The facade which contains the primary entrance

te the establishment.
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PROJECTIME SIBGN: A sign that is attached to a building wall' or
stiructure and preojects hovrizontally o at a right angle -no more,
then 12 inches from the face of the wall. : ) s

RODOF SIGBNS: A sign which 1s erected on a voof or which extends in
height abowve the roofline of the building en which the sign ls
arsecled. . .

SETBACK:  The distance from the property line to the nearest part .
of the applicable building, structure or sign, measurad
perpendicularly from the property line. .

SHOPPING CENTER: A structure or structures and customary parking
and loading areas providing for a variety of retall commercial
establishments managed as a unit and having the following
characteristics: '

a. A unified architectural treatment and identifiable theme
relating to =2ach of the commercial establishments within.

b. A common interrelated parking and site circulation asystem
with consolidated access to public roads. . '

*

SIBN: Any material, structure or device, or part hereof,

composed of lettered or pictorial matter which is located cut-of
~deors, or on tha exterior of any building, or indoors as a

window sign, displaying an advertisement, announcement, notice or
name, and shall include any declaration, demonstration, display,
representation, illustration or ingignia tsed to advertise or
promote the interests of any person or business or cause when
such is placed in view of the general public,

SIGN AREA: Includes all faces of a sign measured as follows:

a. When any sign is framed or outlined, all of the area of
the frame or outline shall be includsad;

b. sign measurement shall be based upon the entire area of
the sign.with a single continuous perimeter enclosing the extreme
limits pf the actual sign swface, 1ot including structural
supports if they are not used for advertising purposes,

SIGNABLE BUILDIMG FACADE: The continuous portion of a structure
that is unbroken by door er windows.

WALL SIGN: A sign that is painted on or attached directly to the
cutside wall of a building, with the face of the sign parallel to
the wall and having a visible edge or border extending net more
than 12 inches from the face of the wall.

WINDOVW SIGN: A sign visible from a sidewalk, strest or other
public place, affixed o1 painted on glass or other window
material, or located inside within two feet of the window, but
.net  ingluding graphics in commactlion with customary window
display of products. .
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III. SIGN FERMIT PROCEDURES o

A.  PERMIT REQUIREMENT

After the effective date of this law and except as otherwise
heraein provided, it shall be unlawful and a violation of this law
forr any person to erect, construct, paint, alter, relocate,
reconstrruct, display or maintain or cause to  be erected,
conetructed, displayed or maintained within the Village of
Tannersville any exterior signs (including signs postad on
interrior side of windows! without first having obtained a permit
therefor from the Village of Tamersville Clerk.

E. APPLICATION

Any person desiring fto procure a permit for a sign shall
file with the Village of Tannersville Clerk a written application
which shall fhen he submitted to the Flanning Board for its
approval and shall contain: -

1. Mame, address and telephone numbeyr of: i
a. applicant
‘b. owner of property

2. Location of the building, structure of land on which the
sign now exists or is to be erected.

3. If a new sign is to be erected, elevation and plan
drawings to scale should be included. In addition, a full
description of the placement and appearance of the proposed 51gn
should be includad and should cover the following:

#. Location en the premises, specifically, its position
in relation to adjacent buildings, structures and property lines.

b. The method of illumination, if any, and the position
of lighting or other extranecus devices. '

c. Braphic design including pictorial matter, letters,

materials and calors.

4, Written consent, or a copy of the contract made with the
ownerr of the praperty upon which the sign is to be erected, if
the applicant is not the owner.

5. With the suception of the first year after the effective
date of this law, the original application fee of twenty Tive
dollars (#25.00) must e paid when the application is submitted.
After the first year, the original application fee is $50.00., 1If
the permit is rejected, {twenty five dollars ($83.00) will be
refunded to the applicant at the time the notice of rejection is
sant. The anmual renewal shall be filed on or before Juns lst of
@ach year. A photo of the sign, nat less then thirty days old,
must be included with all renewals. .
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4. The Flamning Board will notify all applicants withih 30
days of the disposition of their .-application. . ..

]
. -

C. ISSUANCE OF PERMIT:

The WVillage Board shal! issue the permit provided that all
requirements of this law have baen complied with, the -application
has been approved hy the Planning Board ' and structural features

of the sign have been approved.

All signs must be approved by the Flanning Board relative to
the appropriatensess and compatibility of their design, shape,
materials, colors, illumination, legibility, location and siza.
The Board as a condition approval, may recommend changes in such
feature, including size, that are more restrictive than permitted
by this law. The Board may approve, approve with conditions that
must be met, or disapprove signs provided that such disapproval
shall be by the majority vote of all the members of said board
and provided that the board finds that the sign for which the
permit was applied would, if arected or painted, be detrimental
to the desirability, property values or harmonious develppment of
the surrounding area. Approval is based on consistency with the
design criteyria listed in this law.

D. ANNUAL RENEWALS

Every sign permit issued under this law shall be subject to
an annual renewal. On or before June 1st, of each year, each
permittee must file a rremewal application with the Village of
Tannersville clerk along with a $235.00 application fee per sign.
Each application will be reviewed and approved or disapproved in
accordance with subseclions III B and III C of this law.

IV, EXEMPT SIGNS (FEOUIRE NG FPERMITS)

A. FPrefesslonal name plates not exceeding two (2} square
feget in aresa. ’ :

BE. Bulletin boards not over twelve {(12) square feet in area
for public, charitabla or religicus institutions when sama are
located on the premises of said institutions.

C. Occupational signs denoting only the name and profession
of an occupant in a commercial building, public institutional
building or dwelling house, and not exceeding two (2) square feet

in area .

D. Memorial sigms or tablets, names of buildings and date of
arection when cut into any masonry surface or when constructed of
bronze or other incombustible materials.
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E. Temporary nop-illuminated window advertising signs which,
pccupy ne mera than twenty—-five percent (25%) of the total window
area of the principal facade or facades of the establishment.

F. Non-illuminated real gostate "for sale" or "for rent"
signeg and signs of 2 similar natwe not ekceeding six (6) square
feal on the premises fTor sale or lease. Al such signs, not to
exceed one (1) per premises, shall be removed immediately upon

sale or lease of the premises. -

G. Non—illuminated "gerage sal=," "vard sale," "barn sale,"
"tag sale," or similarly descriptive sign,.up to six (&) square
feet in area, located fully on the property on which such sale is
being conducted. £ll such signs, not to exceed one (1) per
premisee, may be displayed for a period of up to 48 hours in
advance of the sale and up to 128 hours after its completion.

H. Construction signs, limited to one (1) wunlighted sign not
exceeding twelve (12) square feet in surface area and identifying
the parties involved in the design, financing and/or provision of
labar and materials associated with the construction on the
premises where the sign is located, but not including the
advertisement of any preoduct. Such signs shall be removed prior
to the issuance of a certificate of occupancy.

I. Traffic or other mumicipal signs, iegal notices, danger,
and such temporary emevgency signs as may be approved by the
Village of Tannersville Planning Beard. .

J. Holidsy 1lights and decorations with no commercial
message, between November 15 and February 28.

V. PROHIBITED SIGNS

A. OFf premise signs, including billboards
B. Roof signs
C. Portable aigns

D. Posters and handbills

E. Signs with flashing, blinking or moving lights. . Signs or
parts thereof containing or consisting of bammers, posters,

permnant, ribbons, flags, balleons, streamers, -spimners, or
similar wmoving or flubttaring or revalving devices. Included
within this preobhibition are signs which are mechanically
animated, such as moving, rotating or revolving signs. The said

devices, as well as strings of lights shall not be used for the
nurpoges of advertising or attrasting attention when not part of

a2 5igi.
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F. 8imulated traffic signs and obstructions which may be
confused with or obstruct the view of any authorized traffic sign,
or signal, obstruct the sight distance triangle at any streat
intersection, or extend into the public right-of-way. !

G. Signs and other advertising devices which advertise a
profit-making businsss or organization and which appear upon
permangnt pickup and delivery containers.

H. Signs that employ reflective, luminous material, day glow
or iridegcent paint in theivr construction.

I. Neon signs if they exceed more than 294 of the window
area in which they are displayed, number’ more than three on any
premises or - if they are utilized above the ground floor. Neon
signs are only permitted on Main Strest and even there only on

commercial buildings.,

J. All internally lighted signs including those in use at
the time of the effective date of this law. :

K. Any wvehicle so decorated and located primarily for
advartising rather than transportation.

VI. TEMEORARY SIGHS

All signs of a temporary nature must: receivé,parmits with

out a fee before being displayed except those specified under the - .

Exempt Signs section in this law. Temporary signe shall be
permitted for a pericd not exceeding two (2) weeks prior to. the
activity or event nor exceeding five (5) days aTter the activity
or event. The permit shall note the date of the first day that
the sign may be digplayed and the date 1t must be removed.

VII. ABANDONED SIGNS

A, Any sign, existing on or after the effective date of

this law, which no longer advertises an existing business
conducted or product sold on the premises on which such sign is

located, shall be removed. The Village Board shall immediately
revoke the permit that was issued for this sign and shall give
written notice to the named owner of the building on which the
sign is mounted or, if sign is freestanding, to the named owner
of the land upoen which sign is located, who shall remove the sign
within 30 days of notice. Failure to do so will result in the
property owner being charged with a vicolation of this law and
subject to a fine of not less then one hundred dellars ($100.00)

per day for each day of the violation.
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VIII. SIGM REQUIREMEMTS _ ' : ..

A. GENERAL SIGN REQUIREMENTS

One sign shall be allowed on each business premise. In the
event that a business premises faces on more than one public
street or on a public street and a public municipal parking lot
thep two (2) signs shall be allowed. No such sign shall exceed
32 square feet in surface if upon a building nor 20 square feet
if freestanding or hanging. If the aforesaid sign is placed in a
window of the premises, then its area shall not exceed 25% of the
total window surface on the side of the building in which it is
located

One additional sign of similar design, color and material of
not more than 4 square fest may be attached to the principal sign
authorized by the above paragraph, provided the accessary sign is
limited to informing the public of entertainmnment and food
gpeciala. An accessary sign shall count against the total number
of signs or allowable signs area for a business, provided that
the primary sign meets all applicable reguirements of these
regulatxons. An accussary sign shall not be allowed on any non-
complying sign or on any premises where the total number of. slgns
are not in compliance with the regulations.

funing size will be determinad by the size of the sidewalk
at the location. Lettering may appear on,the valance only and
reach up to 6 inches in height. The extent of the lettering may
cover as much as 8 fTeet in width or fifty percent (50%) of the

valance width, whichever is less.

B. DESIGN CRITERIA

A sign should be compatible with its surroundings, including
other signs, structures and the district as a whole; appropriate
to the architectural character of the building on which it is
placed ( if wall, prn;ectlng or window sign) and should not cover

architectuwral features.
A. Bizes in relation tn buildlng proportions and

architecture, street proportions, and nearby signage.
B. Colors: In relation teo building, district and street

colars.
C. Style: Lettering, materials and shape to coordinate

wlth style of building antd surmrounding area. ,
D. Illumination: Appropriate to the character of ‘the

sign, building and swroundings.

Layout should be orderly and graphic/lettering should be
clear, concise, easily readable and in proportien.to the size of
the sign ( no greater than 40% of the total sign area)l.

Groups of signs should express dhiformity and create a

harmonious appearance.
: : Fage 7



C. RULES BY SIGN TYPE: . .

L]

Wall signs: the vizible =dge or berder of a wall sidn may

extend up to 12 inches from the face of the wall and may net

extend beyond the walls of the building. The placement of all

wall signs must be above the display window and the corpice in a

single story building or between the shop window and the second
story window sill in a multi story building.

" Window signs: permsnent window signs must be painted on or
attached directly and permanently to the window.

Fresestanding signs: No fireestanding sign shall be more than
10 feet in height.

" Projecting signs: projecting signs may not extend above the
height of the roofline. Projection beyend the face of the
building may be as much as & feet.

AWNing signs: awring signs must be of the fabric
retractable or rollback variety.

Directional signs: the Village Board may issus sign permits
for the erection of on-site directional signs provided that the
individual signs ares no more than two (2) square feet in area and
are limited to generic text such as "entrance" and "exit"
Fermits will be granted only if the applicant can clearly
dempnstrate his or her nzcessity based on motorist safety and
that any such on-site directional sign will be set back at least
5 feet from any public right-of —-way or any property line,

D. ILLUMINATION

1. Only white light may be used to illuminate a sign, except
in the case of neon wh1ch is prohibited in all types of signs

except window signs.
2. The illumination from any sign may not cause any
raflection, or glare upon a public street, highway, sidewalk or

adjacent property.
3, Exposed lighting sources such as bulbs, tubes or the like

arg prohibited. All direct sources of illumirnation must be
hidden firrom view by shrubbery or some other permitted material.

E. LETTERING

The lettering on any sign nay not exceed 50% of the sign
arga of any one side of the sign.



F. COLOR ‘ '

1. The color contrast on all signs must consist of, light
lettering on a dark background. '

2. ‘Each sign may contain a maximum of five colors. Black
and white are each considered a color. '

3. SIGNS FOR SHOFFING CENTERS/MALLS

. Where four (4) or more business establishments are planned
as a integrated shopping center or development, the following
sign eriteria shall apply: o

A. 0One common freestanding sign, either monument or
pele style, identifying the shopping center is permitted. Size
antd setback must conform te the Village reqguirements for
freestanding signs.

B. Freestanding signs may not be displayed by
individual establishments located within a center. The types of
signs displayed by mach individual establishment must follow a
master sign plan to ensure visual compatibility and consistency.
Each establishment nay display one (1) primary sign en the common

' fresestanding sign.
H. MASTER SIGN FLAN

A  master elgn plan is required .of two (8) or more
establishments that share a common lot, parcel, building, or are
part of a shopping center. The plan is a sign system which helps
to create visual unity among the signs within the plan area and
insures their compatibility with the character of the community.
It must include requirements "to which all signs within the plan
arga adhere. These ryazquivemnesnts must include specifications forr
the following sign features: type, style , height, colors,
lettering or graphic style, materials, shape lighting and
location on establishmant.

1. BGASOLINE SERVICE STATIONS

These types of extablishments are permitted one (1)
addiftional sign up to 1 square foot above each gasoline pump and
all other signs required by federal, state and local law.

IX. MISCELLANEQUS FROVISIDNS

A. SEVERABILITY
IfT any section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase or

portion of this law is for any reason heald invalid ear
unconstitutional by any court of compatent jurisdiction, such
portion shall ba deemed a geparate, distinct and independent
provision and such holding shall not affect the validity of ‘the
remaining portions ther=sof. : .
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B. WICLATIONMNE

1. Violators of this law schall be notified of violablioan
or viciations and skall be allowed o more  then 30 davs frawm
receint of notice to  raoave said violations., Both the propeyvly
ownar and the tonant i1 be notified and held responsible.

2. Any personr, pathnersbip o corporation that tonstrunts,
eracts, affikes or plarez any «ign or lighting device upon any
premiges  in the Village in viclabtion of this local law chargedl
with vielation and upcn conviction thereof shall be punishable by
a fine of not less thon one hundred (2100.00) dollars for  ocach
and avery day *that fthe ceuw-t finds that they allowed the
violation to exist.

3. ALl reguests for hearings on notices of wviolatlons munt
be made Yo  the Village Roard in writing via certified mail and
dated o later then wseven davs from receipt of wviclation.
Failure bto do so within the seven days limit will result in the
r2quest being not conciduved,

G, MOM~-CONFORMINE SIGMS

) Bigns which fail to conform fo the requirements of this
law as ot the effective dake of this law shall be allowed to
continuae for limited periods of 1ime as long as the following
requirements are mot: )

1. n2 prohibited sign may be allowed to
continue for two wveers as long ag  such sign is registered with
the Village clerk and a <25.00 vegistration fee is paild within &0
days after the efieciive dakte of this law.

2, Al) other non conforming signs shall be
allowaed te continue for three years 1f at the time of this law
they have a parmit o their eristing sign and a $23.00
registration tee is paid within 60 deys after the effective date
of this law. TherzafTter a $R2E2.00 renewal fee shall be paid each
vear during the thres yea- period.

0. EFFECTIVE DATE

Thie logal law shall take effect immediately.



